German Tea Market 2016
Tea consumption in Germany at record level again in 2016
Average annual consumption 28 litres per capita
The German tea trade enjoyed a
pleasing business year 2016.
Total domestic consumption
continued at its record level of
19,220 tonnes (t). On average that
means Germans drank an average
of 28 litres of tea per person.
That is the same as in 2015, when
this historic level was first reached.
Germany’s international position
as a major tea drinking country
has always owed a great deal to
one specific region, that is East
Frisia. Annual tea consumption
there is about 300 litres per
capita, making East Frisians not
only the German record holders,
but also world champions.
The German tea trade is growing
not only in domestic consumption,
but also in import and export
quantities. German imports were
up 0.6% year-on-year, to 57,518 t
in 2016, while exports were up
1.2% in the same period –
Germany shipped a total of
25,413 t of tea to 110 countries.
Most of that was to the 27 EU
partners countries, but German
quality is also appreciated in
83 other countries around the
world.
In 2016, India took the lead as the
top supplier to the German market,
overtaking China, which had held
this position for 12 years.
Together, India and China accounted for about half Germany’s tea
imports.

Germans prefer black tea
Following a period where green
tea was in particular demand,
Germany’s consumers are
rediscovering their love of black
tea. The ratio of black tea to green
tea is currently 72% to 28%; the
ratio of loose leaf tea to tea bags
in Germany remains constant at
60% to 40%.
The distribution channels for tea
have not significantly changed
year-on-year. Somewhat more
than half the tea in Germany
(52.9%) is sold by food retailers
and discount stores, 18.2% is
sold by tea specialist outlets, and
4.9% by restaurants and canteens.
Another 4% is sold to final
consumers via mail order and
e-commerce.

Global tea production at
record level.
Kenya is biggest exporter
The positive balance of the
German tea trade also has an
international equivalent – global
tea production hit an all-time
high in 2016. It was 262,000 up
on 2015, that is about 5% more,
at a total of 5.4 million t. More
than 80% of the world’s tea
production came from the top
five tea growers China, India,
Kenya, Sri Lanka and Indonesia.
The historical development is
impressive – in the last 100 years,
global tea production increased
by more than ten times. So tea
continues to be the most popular
drink in the world, right after water and well ahead of coffee.

China was still by far the biggest
producer of green tea in 2016.
India confirmed its leading role as
a producer of black tea. But the
world’s top exporter of tea overall
is from Africa, that is Kenya. Kenya
is still a comparatively new tea
growing country, and did not start
exporting tea until 1928; last year
it exported a total of 433,551 t of
tea. China supplied 328,692 t to
the world market, followed by Sri
Lanka with 280,874 t and India
with 213,500 t.

Hot trends in the cup
The facts & figures and analysis
of current trends in food and
beverages confirm that tea is a
long-term success, and also that
it is just being discovered or
re-discovered – for example in
renewed attention for the timehonoured classic black tea, and a
substantial increase in tea specialities and quality both by the trade
and in the hospitality sector.

Remark
The facts and figures were
compiled by the German Tea
Association, on the basis of its
own surveys. Further information
included in the statistics was
obtained from the German
Federal Statistical Office and the
International Tea Committee
(Annual Bulletin of Statistics),
London. Unless otherwise
indicated, the figures indicated
refer to tea in the strict sense
(Camellia sinensis). That includes
black tea and green tea.

Showing the distribution channels of the
overall consumption of 19,220 tons
in 2016.
In addition, a considerable quantity of
tea accounts for the processing industry,
such as e.g. tea drinks and cosmetics.
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With a yearly per capita consumption
of about 300 litres the East Frisians
are even surpassing all traditional tea
drinker nations.
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